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into cloth. Nor will Americans, under my scheme, seek
to enrich themselves by exploiting the other races of the
earth through their inventive skill.
Young India, 17-9-25
You cannot build non-violence on a factory civiliza-
tion, but it can be built on self-contained villages. Even
if Hitler was so minded, he could not devastate seven
hundred thousand- non-violent villages. He would himself
become non-violent in the process. Rural economy as I
have conceived it eschews exploitation altogether, and
exploitation is the essence of violence. You have, there-
fore, to be rural-minded before you can be non-violent,
and to be rural-minded you have to have faith in the spin-
ning wheel.
Harijan, 4-ll-'39
I do not believe that industrialization is necessary in
any case for any.country. It is much less so for India.
Indeed, I believe that Independent India can only dis-
charge her duty towards a groaning world by adopting a
simple but ennobled life by developing her thousands of
cottages and living at peace with the world. High think-
ing is inconsistent with complicated. material life based
on high speed imposed on us by Mammon worship. All
the graces of life are possible only when we learn the
art of living nobly.
Whether such plain living is possible for an isolated
nation, however largp geographically and numerically in
the face of a world, armed to the teeth and in the midst
of pomp and circtirnstance, is a question open to the -doubt
of a sceptic. The answer is straight and simple. If plain
life is worth living, then the attempt is worth making
even though, only an individual or a group makes the
effort.